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From Pints to Barrels: 
 
Helping Topic-Focused Students 
See the Bigger Picture 
Beth Fuchs and Deborah Sharp, University of Kentucky Denver, Colorado 
Librarian Student 
“It’s not about the burrito . . .” 
Scores  0=3, 1=15, 2=3, 3=0 
Librarian Student 
Add yours! 
http://padlet.com/bethfuchs/loex2015 
Typical 
scenario . . . 


Less  
typical 
scenario . . . 







Kuhlthau, C. C. (2004). Seeking meaning: A process approach to library and information services (2nd ed.). 
 Westport, Conn: Libraries Unlimited, p. 82. 
 
Cognitive science connection 
Expert and novice thinking 
Prior knowledge 
Theory 
Practice 
Multiple Perspectives  
     and Questions 
Patterns and Analogies 
Rubrics and Concrete 
     Examples 
3 Teaching Gateways 
Multiple Perspectives 
and Questions 
“The process of 
critically examining 
different perspectives 
meant students began 
viewing knowledge as 
less certain or absolute.”  
  
      
 
- Practices that Provide Effective Academic 
     Challenge for First-Year Students.  
     Journal on Excellence in College Teaching 
     (2010), p. 56   




Patterns and 
Analogies 
“Experts’ ability to 
classify information 
in more meaningful 
– and thus more 
practically useful – 
ways than novices is 
linked to their ability 
to recognize 
meaningful patterns.” 
- How learning works: Seven research-based  
     principles for smart teaching (2010), p. 55 


Rubrics and  
Concrete Examples 
“We understand new 
things in the context 
of things we already 
know, and most of  
what we know is 
concrete.”  
     -Why don't students like school?: A cognitive scientist 
          answers questions about how the mind works and 
          what it means for the classroom (2009), p. 67 
      
Find it 
here: 
libguides.
uky.edu/ 
infolit 

After . . .  
Scores   0=3, 1=11, 2=15, 3=6  
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